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These web resources support 
and supplement anti-bias 
education—at no cost!

To experience a “museum 
without walls,” visit the 
Learning Together site 
from the Smithsonian 
Asian Pacific American 
Center. The center brings 
art, history and cul-
ture to students through 
resources like an interac-
tive Culture Lab Playbook 
and much more.

t-t.site/apa

Rights. Respect. 
Responsibility (3Rs) is a 
K–12 curriculum providing 
honest sexual health infor-
mation for all youth. With 
lessons on good commu-
nication, safety in rela-
tionships, and growth and 
development, 3Rs strives 
to create health equity 
for all.

t-t.site/3rs-curriculum

Although it is geared toward 
parents, this podcast from 
NPR is beneficial for educa-
tors looking to answer stu-
dents’ toughest questions. 
Child development experts 
from Sesame Street dis-
cuss topics like magic, race 
and death on Parenting: 
Difficult Conversations.

t-t.site/difficult- 
conversations

The STEM Role Models 
poster set was crafted by 
various illustrators. The 
colorful posters, show-
casing famous women in 
STEM like Dr. Hayat Sindi 
and Mae Jemison, are 
available to download and 
print in eight languages. 

t-t.site/stem-posters

first 
Bell

Student Reads
The Teaching Hard History Text 
Library includes more than 100 
student texts aligned with the Key 
Concepts of the Teaching Hard 
History frameworks. Each includes 
a set of text-dependent questions.

Meet Frederick Douglass (K–2)
In “Meet Frederick Douglass,” stu-
dents learn about Douglass’s amaz-
ing journey from slavery to free-
dom and how he committed his life 
to fighting for the liberty of others. 
t-t.site/frederick-douglass 

Nat Turner, Freedom Fighter (3–5)
Students discover how Nat 
Turner used code to lead other 
enslaved people during a rebel-
lion in Southampton County, 
Virginia, in “Nat Turner, 
Freedom Fighter.” 
t-t.site/nat-turner
The North Star Tea Party (6–8)
By reading the poem “The 
North Star Tea Party,” students 
gain an understanding of how 
some enslaved families followed 
the North Star and navigated 
the Underground Railroad to 
freedom. t-t.site/north-star
Letter to Reverend Samson 
Occum (1774) (9–12)
Enslaved poet Phillis Wheatley 
discusses slavery and civil and 
religious liberties in her letter 
to Mohegan minister Samson 
Occum. t-t.site/samson-occum 

All teachers are pressed for time. I 
get it. But this is not work that can be 
done quickly or passed off to someone 
else. It is past time for us to become 
accustomed to asking ourselves how 
we are going to advocate for the inclu-
sion of a text if it has been selected sim-
ply on the basis that it’s from a text list. 

How is your work as a teacher librar-
ian different from that of a teacher?
A lot of my work is helping folks under-
stand how to do the work of disrup-
tion or reimagining. I prefer to call it 
reimagining these days. #DisruptTexts 
is a movement I’m a part of, a 
co-founder with Tricia Ebarvia, Lorena 
Germán and Dr. Kim Parker. I’m very 
proud of the work that has been done 
through that organization and move-
ment because the community has 
changed the way people think and the 
actions they take regarding text selec-
tion and curriculum implementation. 

In addition to participating in online 
communities and conversations that 
push thinking and practice, we have to 
consider ways we can reimagine how to 
do work within whatever context we are 
in, because there is something that can 
be done in wherever we are, and from 
any role in which we might be serving. 
What has been really great is that lately, 
teachers have started to come to me 
and say, “I’m not feeling this book that 
I’ve been told by the district I have to 
use. So what are my choices? How can 
we collaborate, language arts teacher 

and librarian, to assign something bet-
ter? Because the response that I was 
getting from the students, whether it’s 
because of my teaching or because of 
the book, didn’t work.” I see this as an 
incredible opportunity for teachers and 
librarians to work together, leveraging 
the strengths of people in both roles to 
think in new ways and transform the 
way we think about what texts are wor-
thy of academic study.

What’s the best part of your work? 
The best part of my day is to book-talk 
books to kids. I basically sell without 
the exchange of money. If there is an 
exchange, it’s love for books and the 
development of a relationship with 
words, language, art. I sell books to 
kids all day, and I’m one of millions 
of librarians around the country that 
does that. I’m honored to be able to 
link arms with them because I feel like 
that’s the best job in the world. When I 
see a child book-talking the book that 
they just finished reading to another 
kid, that’s a heart-opening experience.

It’s so exciting when a book written 
by an author that represents voices that 
have been marginalized, underrepre-
sented [or] discounted finds its way into 
the hands of one of my students and 
they feel seen. Let me tell you: There is 
no child thirsty for reading like one who 
has been denied the simple pleasures of 
a beautiful, culturally responsive, well-
run library for as many years as our kids 
have been denied.
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